140, Prep/Sample proposal for Formal Paper 2 
[bookmark: _GoBack]This is a research paper, which means you are interested in exploring particular aspects of a topic, a person, or question in a way that reflects original and critical thinking. As much as possible, this should reflect how your topic connects with Africana Studies as a discipline and social justice, although how your topic interests you is the most important thing. To get started, you may want to consider: What do you want to know or say about this topic, why is it important, what or how does it contribute to the larger discussion of Africana thought and action, and or social justice? Remember your final paper should not be so generic that it reads like it could have been written for any course. Make a clear effort to connect your topic to the notions of Africana Studies as a discipline and/or Africana thought and action (e.g., points in your paper that show how your topic connects with or contributes to Africana studies, thought and action). 
See technical instructions for the paper in the syllabus, and remember there are suggestions for topics at the end of the syllabus. 
In your proposal, follow the structure I present below, re-writing it to adapt to your topic, making clear your thesis/topic/research question and approach. Try to provide a title even if it might change. The proposal will be submitted in the Assignments category. This proposal stage is worth 5 pts once I approve it. Students will resubmit the proposal until I approve. Do not repeat the instructions, just write your proposal. 
Sample proposal 
Your Title 
This research paper will examine ____________________(fill in your topic—your topic and or the research question with as much specificity as possible, (e.g., specific people, context, time period, comparison, case study, etc.). Questions or issues within this topic I am interested in include: __________________________________________________. I will approach this project by looking at __________________ (try to give some sense of methodology [the how], types of sources, perspectives, comparisons, case studies, etc). My preliminary conclusions include ___________________. 
Below is a proposal submitted by a student in a previous semester. 
The Activist Roles of James Baldwin and Lorraine Hansberry during the 1950s and 60s 
In this research paper I will examine literary texts and activist roles of profound writers James Baldwin and Lorraine Hansberry during the 1950s and 1960s. My research question would be what impact these great writers had on African American thought and action during the 1950s and 1960s. I analyze the significance and messages conveyed in selected writings by James Baldwin and Lorraine Hansberry, and I will use research sources to discuss their activist roles during this time. My preliminary conclusion is that both writers through the use of their artistic and political expression played an important role in helping society recognize social issues regarding racial inequality. 
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